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wet, considerable quantities of water are absorbed by the extensive
root system and then stored in the enlarged stems. Deserts usu-
ally have a short rainy season when conditions are fairly favorable
to vegetation and during which annuals spring up and pass through
their whole development. Such annuals do not have a xerophytic
structure. Other plants, with perennial underground portions,

FIG. 277. Arizona desert with large Opuntia
Photograph by Dr. Forest Shreve
send up aerial shoots which disappear after the moist period. Some
of the shrubs are leafless or have greatly reduced scale leaves;
others have small xerophytic evergreen leaves; still others are
deciduous and have mesophytic leaves during the rainy period.
The appearance of deserts varies greatly according to the kinds
of plants found in them. In many places the plants are largely
shrubs (Fig. 278), while in other regions succulents are conspicu-
ous (Figs. 277, 279). In parts of the American desert cacti pre-
dominate, while in parts of Africa, particularly in the south, there
are numerous euphorbias with a general appearance similar to that
of certain cacti.